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Visions

Dr. Rallie Liston

“College and Career Ready” is a phrase we 
hear on a regular basis.  According to the SC 
Education Oversight Committee, education is 
more valued and necessary than ever before.  

By 2018, fifty-six per-
cent (56%) of the jobs 
in South Carolina will 
require a college degree 
or industry credentials.  
Being ready for college 
means that a high school 
graduate has the English 
and mathematics knowl-
edge and skills necessary 
to qualify for and succeed 
in entry-level, credit-bearing college courses 
without the need for remedial coursework.  A 
“career” in today’s economy is not just a job.  A 
career provides a family-sustaining wage and 
pathways to advancement and requires post-
secondary training or education.  A job may 
be obtained with only a high school diploma 
but offers no guarantee of advancement or 
mobility.  Being ready for a career means that 
a high school graduate has the English and 
mathematics knowledge and skills needed to 
qualify for and succeed in the postsecondary 
job training and/or education necessary for his/
her chosen career (e.g., technical/vocational 
program, community college, apprenticeship or 
significant on-the-job-training).  With this in 
mind, the SC Education Oversight Committee 
created the profile below to outline the compe-
tencies needed to be college and career ready.

Profile of the South Carolina Graduate
World Class Knowledge

Rigorous standards in language arts and 
math for career and college readiness

Multiple language, science, technology, engi-
neering, mathematics (STEM), arts and social 
sciences

World Class Skills
Life and Career Characteristics (GRIT)
Creativity and innovation 
•   Integrity 
     Critical thinking and problem solving
•   Self-direction
     Collaboration and teamwork 
•   Global perspective
     Communication, information, media 

 •   Perseverance and technology  
 •   Work ethic 

     Knowing how to learn  
•   Interpersonal skills
I want to focus on the “Life and Career 

Characteristics (GRIT)” in the above profile 
that are needed by the SC graduate.

Angela Duckworth is an assistant professor 
at the University of Pennsylvania, and her 
research focuses on a personality trait she 
calls “grit.”  She defines grit as “sticking with 
things over the very long term until you mas-
ter them.”  She writes, “The gritty individual 
approaches achievement as a marathon; his or 
her advantage is stamina.”

Duckworth’s research suggests that when 
it comes to high achievement, grit may be 
as essential as intelligence.  Intelligence “is 
probably the best-measured trait that there is 
in all of human psychology,” says Duckworth.  
“We know how to measure intelligence in a 
matter of minutes.”

But intelligence leaves a lot unexplained.  
There are smart people who aren’t high 
achievers, and there are people who achieve 
a lot without having the highest test scores.  
In one study, Duckworth found that smarter 
students actually had less grit than their peers 
who scored lower on an intelligence test.  This 
finding suggests that among the study partici-
pants – all students at an Ivy League school 
– people who are not as bright as their peers 
“compensate by working harder and with more 
determination.”  And their effort pays off:  The 
grittiest students – not the smartest ones – 
had the highest GPAs.

At the elite United States Military Academy, 
West Point, a cadet’s grit score was the best 
predictor of success in the rigorous summer 
training program known as “Beast Barracks.”  
Grit mattered more than intelligence, leader-
ship ability or physical fitness.

At the Scripps National Spelling Bee, the 
grittiest contestants were the most likely to 
advance to the finals – at least in part because 
they studied longer, not because they were 
smarter or were better spellers.

Grittiest College Students
When college is hard, grit helps.  People 

who succeed in getting associate’s degrees are, 
on average, more gritty than people who get 
bachelor’s degrees.  It takes as much grit to get 
an associate’s degree as it does to get a Ph.D.

Graduating from a two-year college versus 
a four-year college is a much greater differ-
ence than people might imagine.  Community 
colleges are full of first-generation college stu-
dents from poor families who have to balance 
work and family while going to school.

“If you’re going to get through a two-year 
college where the attrition rate is 50 or maybe 
even 75 percent, maybe you do need more 
grit to surmount all those obstacles,” says 
Duckworth.

learning to Be Gritty
It’s not clear what makes some people grit-

tier than others, but Duckworth believes grit 
is something people can probably learn.  She 
says every human quality that has been stud-
ied has proven to be affected at least in part 
by a person’s environment – even intelligence.  
Think about things about your personality 
like, “I’m a pretty extroverted person,’” says 
Duckworth.  “Well, how fixed is that?”

It turns out a personality trait like extro-
version can change a lot over a person’s life.  
“If you look at large population data, people 
get more or less extroverted over time,” says 
Duckworth.  “There’s no reason to think that 
grit is any different.”

She believes grit can wax and wane in 
response to experiences.  In addition, people 
might be gritty about some things and not 
others.  “You can see a child be exceptionally 
self-disciplined about their basketball practic-
ing, and yet when you see them in math class, 
they give up at the slightest frustration,” says 
Duckworth.

developing Grit
With career expectations of the SC gradu-

ate (combined with the compelling research 
from Angela Duckworth and others) we, 
Spartanburg School District Four, must con-
tinue to attempt to develop these characteris-
tics in every single student, so they may have 
a competitive advantage in a global economy.  
We have long held to a strong work-ethic and 
high expectations for all students.

How can we continue to teach these life and 
career characteristics?  Significant, meaning-
ful accomplishments of anything require hard 
work, commitment, dedication, self-control, 
determination, integrity and intellectual curi-
osity.  As a school district, we must: 

Set high academic expectations for every 
student.

Expect and support a strong foundation for 
discipline and self-control that results in fair 
and consistent consequences.  

Support struggling students (note:  it is 
okay to struggle) through various learning 
paths – virtual classes, Fresh Start, HELP, 
Alternative School, Summer School, After 
School, Saturday School, etc.

Demand an extensive offering of Advanced 
Placement courses with emphasis on inclusion.

Starting with 3K –  Align curricula verti-
cally and horizontally with College and Career 
Readiness as the focal point.

Develop “Grit,” teamwork, and other life 
characteristics through extensive athletic pro-
grams and other co-curricular opportunities 
(e.g., clubs and after-school programs).

Encourage students to be involved in mul-
tiple school programs/athletics and academics 
– push them while providing a layer of support 
as parents and educators.

Provide rigorous opportunities in pre-kin-
dergarten through grade 12 for the entire 
school day – no study halls, no early dismiss-
als.

Demand that we, as professional educators 
and employees of Spartanburg School District 
Four, model appropriate behavior each day 
through our attitudes, efforts, appearance, 
and our own character.  What do our stu-
dents see both in and outside of school? On 
Facebook? On social media?

Demand integrity for every employee in 
Spartanburg District Four who works and 
supports our children.

Expect our School Board, Superintendent, 
and Administrative Staff to support what is 
in the best interest of our students.

Push our students to their individual lim-

its – love and support them – but don’t make 
excuses for them -- the world won’t.

Teach them daily that we all get “knocked 
down” in life.  Let them know that the only 
difference in success and failure is “not getting 
back up” until you no longer take a breath.  
Help them get up!

Assist our students in developing a dream 
– a vision – through immediate and long-term 
goal setting.

Embrace early childhood literacy.  It is 
the key to success in school and opens doors 
throughout our lifetime.

Demand and encourage students to develop 
talents at R.D. Anderson Applied Technology 
Center – the jobs are here.

Remind students and our children that, not 
only is it okay to work hard, but that hard 
work is good for them.

Model good manners, and expect good man-
ners from our students.  Let us not apologize 
for saying “please,” “thank you,” “yes, Ma’am,” 
“no, Ma’am.”  Those words are quite powerful 
and open many future doors.  Moreover, it is 
teaching respect for self and others.

Model and teach teamwork and communica-
tion in the classroom and on the playing field.

Reward sustained effort!   Sustained effort 
develops perseverance.

Finally, and most importantly, help them 
realize that serving others results in a sense 
of purpose, belonging, and accomplishment.  

Working together as a school and commu-
nity, we can continue to provide a foundation 
for our children and grandchildren that will 
ensure every graduate an opportunity for a 
successful future.  

Thanks to each of you for your support of 
our schools and the students we collectively 
serve.  Schools cannot exist in a vacuum.  We 
cannot meet this daunting task by ourselves.  
We need your help as parents/grandparents, 
businesses, and as caring community mem-
bers.  Please come to as many school events 
as you can.  Please communicate as often as 
you need.

I sincerely hope to see you throughout the 
year at school-sponsored events and especially 
on Friday nights in W.L. Varner Stadium - a 
great place for our community to gather and 
support our Wolverines!  We can, working 
together, develop grit in every single student 
in Spartanburg District Four and equip them 
with the life and career tools to be successful 
in today’s world.

We have a great mascot, the Wolverine, to 
represent the “grit” – life and career charac-
teristics - we are trying to teach our students.  
Wolverines are pound-for-pound the “tough-
est” mammals on the planet!  Let’s work to 
prepare our Wolverines (PreK-12) to be cham-
pions for life!

May God continue to bless Spartanburg 
School District Four, as we begin another 
school year.  

Developing GRIT in Spartanburg School District Four
District Four - “College and Career Ready”
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Woodruff
Primary 
School

A Message from Principal Ann Hodge
On behalf of all faculty and staff of Woodruff Primary School, I would like to welcome 
you to our outstanding school. Inside our doors, you will find a knowledgeable, commit-
ted, and dedicated staff who is focused on the successes of all of our students.  Success 
for one child might be learning addition facts, but for another child it is learning to tie 
his/her shoe.  
We share in the belief that through a strong, active collaboration with students, parents, 
guardians, and community members, we can create a safe and exciting learning envi-
ronment that challenges all of our students. We also believe that through a continuous 
process of analyzing student data, we are able to differentiate our instruction to meet the 
specific needs of each and every student that grace our hallways and classrooms.  

Polar Express Day

Storybook Character Parade

WPS Registration Information
Thursday, July 30, 2015

(All Students)
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

WPS Cafeteria
** If there is a conflict with this date, please contact the office at 476-3174.

Registration is a time to complete and/or sign: 
  n  Information cards
  n Transportation Cards
  n Health History Form
  n Technology Practices Agreement
  n Home Language Survey
  n Parent-Student-School Compact
  n Attendance Policy
  n PowerSchool Parent Acceptable Use Policy
  n Free/Reduced Lunch Form
  n Handbook Policies and Procedures form
  n Volunteer Forms

The Boy Scouts of America and the Woodruff Youth Football League will also be here to 
answer questions about their programs.

**Any new student to the district who has not filled out the necessary enrollment paperwork 
should come to the school before the registration days so those students can be assigned to 
classes.  Students should have the following on file prior to registration:
  n Complete  South Carolina Immunization Record
  n Social Security Card
  n State-Issued Birth Certificate
  n Proof of Residency (property tax receipt or lease/rental agreement of   
       custodial parent/guardian)

Please be prepared to pay fees at registration with cash or checks.  Purchasing insurance and 
the yearbook are optional.  Lunch fees must be paid until a free/reduced meals application is 
approved, which can be done at registration.  We will begin serving lunch on August 17 and 
breakfast on August 19.

INSURANCE:       School Time Only - $40.00                   24-hour -$199.00
YEARBOOK:        $20.00
MEALS:                Student Breakfast -  $ 10.00 (10 day)      Reduced Breakfast - $ 3.00 (10 day) 
                       Student Lunch -        $17.00 (10 day)       Reduced Lunch -       $ 4.00 (10 day) 
        

SCHOOL SHOPPIng REMIndERS:
School supply lists are available and will be provided at registration.

“Rolling” bookbags create a tripping hazard in hallways and loading areas.  Since our 
young students are not required to carry heavy books, rolling bookbags are not allowed at 
WPS.

Tennis shoes are the safest shoes for young children.  Sandals, flip-flops, cowboy boots, 
Crocs, and dress shoes cause falls on steps, sloped hallways, and at recess.  Students must 
wear tennis shoes to participate on PE and music days and to utilize climbing equipment at 
recess.

Clothing should be appropriate for the learning environment.  Specific information on 
student dress can be found in the Parent-Student Handbook.
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Woodruff
Elementary

School

WES Registration Information
Thursday, July 30, 2015

8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
First Day of School, August 17, 2015

INSURANCE:
 School Time Only - $40.00                   24-hour -$199.00

MEALS:
 Student Breakfast, $10.00 (10 days) Reduced Breakfast, $3.00 (10 days)
 Student Lunch, $17.00 (10 days)  Reduced Lunch, $4.00 (10 days)
We encourage you to pay lunch money as far in advance as you wish.  

  

GENERAL INFORMATION:
New students must present COMPLETE South Carolina immunization records at the 

time of registration.  
No student will be admitted to class without a complete immunization record on file in 

the school office.

Each child is expected to have a copy of his or her social security card on file in the per-
manent record.  If your child does not have a social security card, please make sure this is 
done prior to registration.

All registration forms are available on our school website.  Please print the forms and 
fill them out at your convenience.  Please bring all registration forms with you when meet 
your child’s teacher on Meet the Teacher Day during registration on July 30, 2015 from 
8:00-4:00.  Our school website is www.spartanburg4.org/wes.

Agendas will be required by all students and will be available for purchase on registra-
tion day for a fee of $7.00.

Please complete the free or reduced lunch application on registration day in our school 
cafeteria.  Parents and legal guardians are responsible for paying for the days your child 
eats lunch until your application has been approved.

School supply lists are available on our school website, at local businesses that sell 
school supplies, and will also be available on registration day.  Please do not purchase 
school supplies prior to reviewing grade level supply lists.

Parents, please keep these dress code guidelines in mind as 
you purchase school clothes for your WES students:

We encourage your child to dress comfortably and cleanly at all times.  Good grooming 
and appropriate dress are necessary to reduce distraction, promote health and encourage 
a productive learning atmosphere.  Extremes in personal appearance that may pose health 
problems or distractions will not be tolerated at school and parents will be contacted. 

n Hats, caps, and distracting headgear may not be worn at school.
n Tank tops, spaghetti straps, halter-tops, sheer shirts, fishnet tops, or bare midriffs are 

not permitted.  Straps must be at least 1 inch in width.
n No clothes with holes that would cause attention or a distraction to the educational 

process.
n No markings, insignias on clothing or body, including temporary tattoos.  This 

includes obscene, suggestive or otherwise.
n No body piercings other than ears.
n No short shorts.  Shorts should be mid-thigh length.
n No pants hanging below the waistline.
n No pants or shorts with words written across the seat.
n No unusual hairstyles including mohawks.
n No unusual hair color including feather extensions.

A Message from Principal Argyl J. Brewton
Welcome to Woodruff Elementary School.  Our school-wide theme, “Dream, Hope, 

Imagine” shapes the social and academic factors that contribute to the perception that our 
school is unique. Our parents, community members, district office personnel, and school 
staff members work together as partners in education. Collectively, we understand that 
teaching and learning is our primary focus and our school climate directly impacts the 
success of our students. Upon entering our school, visitors are immersed in the sights and 
sounds of an effective school that is transforming lives. We deliberately examine our school 
curriculum using various lenses. Our teachers, in conjunction with district, administrative, 
and community support have a clear vision for instructional methodology to ensure student 
success. The adults in our building model appropriate behavior and expect excellence in 
their respective roles.  We share the aspirations our parents value across the great state of 
South Carolina. We view education as an investment in their children’s’ future. 
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Woodruff
Middle
School

WMS Registration Information
REgISTRATIOn

Thursday, July 30,  8:00 to 11:30   and   1:00 to 5:00   
(All Students)

The student does not have to attend registration.  A parent or other relative may register 
the student.  
There is no make-up day.  Call the main office the week of Aug 4 to set up an appointment 
to register.  Please note no make-up registration will be scheduled for Aug 1. 

FIRST DAY of SCHOOL -Monday, August 17, 2015.  Buses will run; lunch is served.  
Breakfast will begin Wednesday, August 19, 7:20- 7:45am. 

INSURANCE: School Time Only  $  40.00 24-hour $199.00 
MEALS: Breakfast, $1.00/day  Reduced Breakfast, $0.30/day  
    Lunch, $1.90/day   Reduced Lunch, $0.40/day 

gEnERAL InFORMATIOn
Registration is held in the cafeteria.  A registration letter listing fees will be mailed home 
prior to registration.  Fees must be paid at registration to receive a schedule.  no credit 
cards or debit cards can be accepted.  Make checks payable to Woodruff Middle School or 
bring correct change.

No schedules are mailed home.  Students who do not register must do so on the first day of 
school and will experience delays entering classes on the first day.

during registration, students are invited to tour the building and locate their classrooms.  
SUPPLY LISTS will be available.  Lists are also available on the school web page, www.
spartanburg4.org/wms.

SCHEdULE CHAngES will not be made unless there is a mistake in scheduling an aca-
demic class.  All questions concerning schedules should be directed to the principal.

All students must set up a MEAL ACCOUnT during registration.  Meal applications are 
emailed to all households in the district in July.  If you qualify for meals assistance, bring 
the completed form to registration or complete one on-site.  All meal applications must 
be updated yearly. A new meals application must be completed every year, even if a 
student participated in a free or reduced meal program last year.  Charges that occur 
on a meal account until an updated application is submitted cannot be credited back to an 
account when or if a late application is files.  

The Student AgEndA PLAnnER is required for each class.  Students must purchase one 
and have it in classes each day.

All students entering middle school must have a current SC IMMUNIZATION certificate. 
Students who attended Spartanburg district Four last year will have this information on 
file.  New students to the district or students who are still completing immunizations must 
provide this information at registration.  All 7th graders are required to have 1 dose of 
Tdap vaccine (tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis) administered on or after the 7th birthday.  
If a student participated in the Tdap Clinic held at WMS in Spring 2015, the school has a 
copy of the updated immunization certificate and no further action is required.  If student 
did not participate in the clinic, provide an updated immunization record to the school 
this summer or bring to registration.  Students without a current, up-to-date immunization 
record may not register.  

YEARBOOKS may be purchased at registration or during announced times during the 
school year.  A yearbook purchase is not part of registration fees.

SCHOOL PICTURES will not be made at registration.  Pictures will be taken Septem-
ber 24th. 

Information about all SPORTS will be available at registration.  Any 7th or 8th grader par-
ticipating in athletics is required to have a physical form and a parent permission form on 
file before practicing or playing.  These forms may be picked up at registration or down-
loaded from www.schsl.org. 

Be familiar with the dRESS COdE in the student agenda planner before school begins.  
Shorts, skirts, and dresses must come to the knee regardless if leggings are worn or not.  
no tank tops of any kind are permitted.  All pants, slacks and shorts must be worn at the 
waist.  no holes are allowed in any pants.

A message from Principal Denise Brown
The faculty and staff join me in welcoming you to the 2015-2016 school year.  

Woodruff Middle School recognizes the unique characteristics of middle schoolers, and 
our goal is to help them make a successful transition from the elementary grades to 
middle school.  Our structured day and our focus on the academics and the arts create 
a secure learning environment for student success.

This is an exciting year as our school transitions to a new motto and school colors of 
maroon and white.  Middle school students will be on the  P.R.O.W.L., as we encourage 
students to be “Prepared, Responsible, Outstanding, Wolverines, and Leaders!”

Please accept this invitation to become part of the Woodruff Middle School family.  
We invite parents to visit and support the educational, social and athletic activities of 
their children.  Please join us, on the  P.R.O.W.L. !
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Woodruff
High

School

A message from Principal Aaron Fulmer
 It is my pleasure to welcome you to Woodruff High School.  The faculty and 

staff join me in expressing how happy we are to have you as a part of our school 
family.  It is our desire to provide an outstanding educational opportunity and 
a learning environment conducive to teaching and learning. We recognize the 
important role parents play in the educational process and ask for your support 
in the upcoming year. Clear communication between home and school is vital to 
the success of your child. We value the thoughts and concerns of parents as we 
seek to provide a learning environment that is nurturing, academically challeng-
ing and strong in discipline. 

It is our hope that the 2015-2016 school year will be the best yet.  

WHS Registration Information
Registration

Thursday, July 30     8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. (All grades)
Schedules mailed in July.

Makeup Registration
Wednesday, Aug. 5   8:00-11:30 a.m. & 1:00-3:00 p.m.

First day for students:  Monday, Aug. 17
InSURAnCE: School Time Only - $40.00                   24-hour -$199.00

MEALS:   
Student breakfast$1.00/day or $5.00/week    Reduced Breakfast 30¢/day or $1.50/week
Student Lunch  $1.90/day or $9.50/week    Reduced Lunch  40¢/day or $2.00/week

gEnERAL InFORMATIOn:
Registration is held in the Woodruff High Media Center. A registration letter listing 
classes and fees will be mailed home prior to registration. Fees must be paid at regis-
tration. No credit cards or debit cards can be accepted.  Make checks payable to 
Woodruff High School or bring correct change.
during registration, students are invited to tour the building and locate their class-
rooms. A WHS supply list will be given at registration.  The WHS supply list will also 
be available on the school web page, www.spartanburg4.org/whs.
Underclass pictures will be made at registration and students must meet school dress 
code.  A sitting fee of $3 is required.
Make up senior pictures will also be made during registration.
A handout will be provided at registration that will give students specific instructions 
for August 17, the first day of school.
no one will be allowed to register without the proper immunizations.  Contact the 
school office if you have questions.
If you qualify for free or reduced lunch, please pick up forms at registration.
PE uniforms will be issued after school starts, but must be paid for at registration.
As you purchase fall clothes, please be aware of the following rules: shorts and skirts 
must extend to the top of the knee cap, no holes, frays, or patches in pants or shorts, no 
athletic shorts, no midriff tops, and pants/shorts/capris must be worn at the waist. Skin 
tight pants are not appropriate to wear to school (yoga, jeggings).  Shoulders must 
be covered the width of three fingers.    
Students in grades 10, 11 and 12 who drive to school must purchase a WHS parking 
sticker for $3.
Annual information is available on the WHS website. 

WHS Guidance Information  Our goal in the WHS Guidance Department is to 
provide parents and students with the knowledge, skills, and information needed 
to assist with career and college exploration. We are excited about the opportunity 
to share our experiences with the students to educate them on their options and 
to help them achieve the academic requirements to meet their goals. Graduation-
Preparation-Success is our theme and we look forward to helping your student 
develop a comprehensive plan for his or her future.
If you have questions or concerns at any time during the year, please contact one of the 
below guidance Counselors for help. 
Counselors are assigned to students by their last names: 
•     Mr. Blake Elder:   A - G •     Mrs. Lindsay Berry:  H - P
•     Ms. Heather Abrams: Q - Z •     Mr. B.J. Frazier, Career Development Facilitator
•     Mrs. Tonya Casey, Guidance Registrar/Records
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n Elected student council officers included Emma Hayes as 
president, Addie Harrison as vice-president, Ollie Rhodes 
as secretary, and Emily Brown as treasurer.

n Andrea Gaffney was selected as the WES Teacher of the 
Year and District 4 Teacher of the Year.

n WES was selected as a Palmetto’s Finest Finalist for the 
2014-2015 school year.

n WES was selected as one of five school state-wide as a 
National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence nominee.

n WES received a school report card rating of “Excellent” for 
student academic performance and “Excellent” for student 
improvement ratings for the 2014-2015 school year. 

n WES received an EASA federal accountability rating of “A” 
for the 2014-2015 school year. .  

n Donuts for Dads and Muffins for Moms celebrations were held in the WES cafeteria.
n See You at the Pole was held in September with students, parents, staff members, and community pastors.
n Students invited grandparents to WES for Grandparents Day Breakfast.
n Third Grade Drop-in for 2015-2016 students and parents was conducted prior to the end of school.
n Students that met homework goals were rewarded with quarterly celebrations.
n Quarterly student awards day recognition programs were held.
n 100 fifth grade students attended the Barrier Island science field trip in November.
n SOAR students honored local veterans with a Veteran’s Day Program conducted in the District Four Activ-

ity Center.
n WES conducted several service learning projects for community organizations including Helping Hands 

Ministries, Woodruff Soup Kitchen, Relay for Life, and Children’s Miracle Network. 
n Jenasis Daniels won the school-wide Spelling Bee and represented WES in the Spartanburg-Herald 

Regional County-wide Spelling Bee at the District 5 Fine Arts Center.
n 135 students were honored as outstanding readers and writers during the spring Star Seekers program.
n 75 students participated in the After-School Focus Program.
n 119 third grade students were recognized with the Math Medallion Award sponsored by the Spartan-

burg County Kiwanis Club.
n 40 fourth and fifth grade boys participated in the WES Boys Basketball Club.
n 45 fourth and fifth grade girls participated in the WES Girls Basketball Club.
n Fifth grade students, members of the WES News crew, and members of the WES Girls and Boys Bas-

ketball Clubs attended a Wofford College Women’s Basketball game with activities that focused on 
character education.

n 54 students led school wide events as members of The Club of Dreamers.
n The Club of Dreamers participated in a college tour of Wofford College as part of college and career 

preparations.
n 82 students participated in the after-school 4-H Clubs, Pet Pals and Junior Master Gardener.
n Fifth grade students performed with members of the Spartanburg Philharmonic as part of a Spartan-

burg county-wide youth concert.
n The student body performed for parents and community members during the Social Studies and Black 

History Program under the direction of music teacher, Mr. Bradd Parton and homeroom teachers.
n Third grade students and teachers participated in South Carolina History Day.
n Colin McJunkin received the William Howell Art Purchase Award.   
n Donavan Stewart was recognized as the WES Terrific Kid of the Year. 
n 530 WES students attended a Carowinds field trip as part of a school-wide celebration for state and 

national academic achievement recognition.
n Memorial recognitions were awarded at the end of the year Awards Day ceremonies.  The following 

students received recognition:  The Lena Kirstein Memorial Award-Donnie Miller, the Jon Bolt Memorial 
Scholarship-Julie Moorman, the Hanna Lister Horizon Award-Alexis McAmis, and the Victoria Patterson 
VICTORY Award to Emilee Thompson.

n 86% of 4K students know at least 20 out of 26 letters and 
94% of them know 50 or more of the 52 letter sounds.

n 66% of 2nd graders scored at or above the national 
average on MAP Reading and 73% scored at or above 
the national average on MAP Math.  59% of our second 
graders scored at or above the 70th percentile on math.

n Hannah Watson from Mrs. Meredith Stephenson’s 
class was awarded the Donna Cannon Award for high 
achievement. She is the daughter of Shannon and Gwen 
Watson.

n Andrew Taylor from Mrs. Erin Gambrell’s class was select-
ed as the Terrific Kid of the Year and represented WPS at 
the Terrific Kid Luncheon sponsored by the Spartanburg 
Kiwanis Club.  Andrew is the son of Elijah and Suzanne.  
Mrs. Gambrell stated, “Andrew is such a kind and caring 
student.   He was a pleasure to have in the classroom. ”

n Cadence Huckabee’s artwork was selected as the Dr. 
William L. Howell Art Purchase Award winner from WPS.  
She is the daughter of Lauren Soldner and Chris Huckabee.

n 2015 Science Fair Winners:   Kylie Bailey, Georgia Amick, and Akia Crowe were the WPS overall win-
ners of our 2015 Science Fair.  At the Piedmont Region III Science Fair at USC Upstate, Collin Owens 
received the National Audubon  Award and Ava Page received honorable mention in math and 
computer science. 

n Ms. Jessica Harvey was named WPS Teacher of the Year for the 2015-2016.  Mrs. Ashlie Calhoun was 
named Staff Member of the Year and Mrs. Yulonda Elmore was named Student Staff Member of the 
Year.

n The St. Jude Trike-a-Thon held in April raised $5,300 for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
n 25 second grade students qualified to participate in the SOAR program in third grade.
n Each second grade class elected a student council representative.  The student council representa-

tives for 2014-15 were CJ Bennett, Reagan Cornelius, Sam Dotson, Katie Garrett, Bailey Hayes, Callie 
Hutchings, TJ Morris, and Rebekah Purkhiser.

n WPS received an absolute rating of “Excellent” and a growth rating of “Good” on the 2014 Annual 
School Report Card.  Our ESEA grade was an “A”.

n WPS families donated a variety of goods to local agencies in need of supplies.  During one month, 
we collected over 1300 pairs of socks for the children’s shelter.

n Mrs. Dover, Mrs. Hodge, and Mrs. Welch were “slimed” at a school assembly as a reward for the 
students exceeding a school reading goal.  

WPS Highlights WES Highlights

WMS Highlights

n 12 8th grade students were identified as Junior Scholars.
n  6 students were recognized for the Congressman Trey Gowdy “I 

am an Achiever” Award
n   210 students were recognized at the Academic Awards Cer-

emony in spring for maintaining an A or A/B average for the 
year.

n  59 7th grade students qualified for the Duke TIP Scholar Pro-
gram and 18 successfully completed the program.

n  The WMS Spelling Bee Winner came in 2nd place in the Spartan-
burg Herald Journal Regional Spelling Bee.

n  96 students were inducted into the National Beta Club.
n  Student Council had 12 members this year.  
n  43 students were recognized with “Strive for 25” book awards 

while 77 students read 40 or more books.
n  41 theater students performed two plays: “After Hours” and “Once upon a Concert”
n  10 students participated this year in Gifted Art. 
n  10 students participated in the WHS Marching Band.
n  The WMS Chorus received an Excellent rating at the Carowinds Choral Festival. 
n  8th grade students participated in the annual “WMS Goes to College,” and toured the campuses of 

Spartanburg Community College and USC-Upstate. Students also toured RD Anderson Vocational 
Center.

n  5 students displayed artwork at Chapman Cultural Center during Youth Art Month.
n  8 students had works on display at Westgate Mall in September
n  12 students had works on display in the community.
n  24 students had works on display for the annual Secondary Art Show at the Woodruff Branch 

Library in May
n  Won 1st place in drawing and printmaking in the 2014 Piedmont Interstate Fair
n  278 student athletes participated in WMS Fall, Winter, and Spring sports.
n  28 student athletes were named Edward Jones Athlete of the Week.
n  16 student athletes were named All Conference
n  89% athletes were named All Academic
n  Both 8th and 7th grade Football teams posted undefeated records.  Girls’ Volleyball won the 

Foothills regular season and tournament championship.  Girls’ basketball won the Foothills regular 
season and tournament championship for the second year in a row.  

n  68 girls participated in ENGAGE (Enabling Girls with Academics, Good behavior, and Encourage-
ment).  This club facilitated activities to develop a more positive self-image in young female 
students.

n  17 students participated in Cubs Create where they utilized technology and other media to com-
plete service projects for the school.  

n  Read Men Read hosted businessmen, law officers and coaches as guest speakers throughout the 
year.

n  Eighth graders took EXPLORE exams, a portion of which measured career interests.  
n 30 students took part in Cub Club activities to promote school spirit.

n  U.S. News and World Report ranked Woodruff High 
School as the #12 school in South Carolina for College 
Readiness and English and Mathematics Proficiency.

n  Woodruff High School received an Excellent rating on the 
South Caroling School Report Card and a rating of 94.4 on 
the ESEA Federal Accountability Rating.

n  The Washington Post ranked Woodruff High School at 
# 1477 in the annual review of America’s top 1600 high 
schools. 

n  Eight seniors were named Palmetto Fellows.
n  Five seniors received the South Carolina Academic Honor 

Award.
n  One WHS student was the overall state winner in the Archibald Rutledge Competition.
n  One WHS student was the overall state first alternate in the Archibald Rutledge Competition.
n  One WHS student was selected as a South Carolina Rising Star Artist by the Spoleto , USA Festival in 

Charleston. 
n  WHS art students won honors at the Converse Young Women Show, the Regional Scholastic Exhibi-

tion, the Spartanburg Artist Guild Focus on Youth Exhibit and the Piedmont Fair Fine Arts competi-
tion.

n  The WHS Marching Band received first place in several competitions and earned an eighth place at 
the Upper State Band Competition.

n  The WHS Marching Band finished the season sixteenth in the State Band Competition. 
n  The WHS Class of 2015 ranked at the top in South Carolina in the percentage of students enrolled in 

Advanced Placement courses.
n  Twenty-one R. D. Anderson students were recognized for their academic accomplishments, Honor 

and Outstanding Student Awards, Director’s Awards, perfect attendance and scholarships.
In AthlEtICS:
n  One students was nominated for the Wendy’s High School Heisman Award.
n  Twenty-three students were named South Carolina High School League Scholar Athletes.
n  Three teams earned a region championship.
n  Five teams were region runner-up.
n  Two students were selected as region player-of-the-year.
n  Thirty-eight students were named All Region athletes and three were named All State athletes.
n  Three students were selected to State All Star teams.
n  WHS athletes reached the playoffs in eleven sports. 

WHS Highlights
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IMMUNIZATION INFORMATION FOR 2015 — 2016
VACCINE REQUIREMENTS FOR CHICKEN POX (VARICELLA)

All children entering K5 and 1st grade must have two doses of varicella vaccine.
 

All 7th, 8th and 9th graders (including anyone repeating 7th, 8th or 9th grade) must 
have a Tdap immunization before registration.  

Students may not register or receive a schedule at Woodruff Middle School for next school 
year without having an updated immunization record on file.

11th graders must have four doses of DTap.
K5, 1st, 2nd and 3rd graders must have three doses of polio vaccine and one dose after 

students’ fourth birthday.

All other vaccines will be monitored by nurses for compliance with South Carolina law.

NEW RESIDENTS OF SOUTH CAROLINA
Students entering South Carolina schools from out-of-state must obtain and show a South Carolina 

Certificate of Immunization. These may be obtained from a private physician or the Health Department 
located on Wood Street near Spartanburg Regional Medical Center. 

In addition to the SC Immunization Record, your child must also have a Social Security Card and an 
Official Certificate of Birth.  (A hospital certificate is not acceptable.)

 

HEALTH SCREENING SERVICES
Health screening services are provided to students in District Four. Screening Services provide an 

opportunity to identify students who may have health problems and/or conditions that could interfere with 
the student’s ability to learn. The recommended grades for screening for the 2015-2016 school year are:  

n HEARING:   grades 3K, 4K, 5K, 1, 3   
n VISION:   grades 3K, 4K, 5K, 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11          
n DENTAL:  grades 4K, 5K, 1, 3, 5, 7        
n BLOOD PRESSURE:  grades 8, 11            
n SCOLIOSIS:    grade 6       
n BMI:  grades 5, 8 and WHS students in grades 9-12 that are enrolled in PE.       
Screenings for students in grades 3K through fifth are done during the school year at the respective 

schools.  Middle school students will be screened during the registration process for vision, dental, and 
blood pressure. Students who wear glasses or contact lenses will need to wear them during the screening. 
Dental screenings will be conducted during the school year by Healthy Smiles of Spartanburg.  Scoliosis 
screening is done through the physical education classes at WMS.

On a typical weekday, more than 355,000 students across the state ride a South Carolina school bus.  Spartanburg 
County School District Four buses travel about 1,200 miles a day on 21 regular routes.  Each day nearly 1,000 students 
are transported on District Four buses to our schools, RD Anderson Applied Technology Center, the Spartanburg 
County Alternative School, and to satellite classes.

Spartanburg County School District Four’s main objective is to transport your children to and/or from school in a 
safe, timely manner. Parents should contact Coordinator of Transportation, Scott Adkins, or Melissa Wilson, Routing 
Coordinator, at 864-476-3158 or by email at sadkins@spartanburg4.org or  mhwilson@spartanburg4.org to discuss any 
transportation issue.  Please do not contact the bus driver directly.

 Bus routes and stops are changing for the 2015-2016 school year, and each school will have a transportation 
representative at registration to answer any questions you may have about the route changes. 

We are looking forward to a great, safe school year. Thanks for your help and cooperation. 

diStriCt four tranSPortation

SCHOOL DIRECTORy

DISTRICT OFFICE
118 McEdco Road, Woodruff, SC 29388

864-476-3186 (phone)....864-476-8616 (fax)

Dr. W. Rallie Liston, Superintendent (rliston@spartanburg4.org)
Karen Neal, Assistant Superintendent (kneal@spartanburg4.org)

Thomas Goodwin, School Psychologist (tgoodwin@spartanburg4.org)
Jaclyn Babcock, School Psychologist (jbabcock@spartanburg4.org)
Chris Benfield, Business Manager     (cbenfield@spartanburg4.org)

Clark Simpkins, Facilities/Assistant Business Manager  
(csimpkins@spartanburg4.org)

Dr. Kim McAbee, Curriculum Specialist (kmcabee@spartanburg4.org)
Ron Bell, Director of Maintenance (rbell@spartanburg4.org)

Cindy Craig, Food Service Director (ccraig@spartanburg4.org)
Mary Johnson, Director of Special Services  (mjohnson@spartanburg4.org)

Scott Lawson, District Athletic Director (dlawson@spartanburg4.org)
Website:  www.spartanburg4.org

WOODRUFF PRIMARy SCHOOL
200 Lucy P. Edwards Road, Woodruff, SC 29388
864-476-3174 (phone)....864-476-7067 (fax)

Ann Hodge, Principal (ahodge@spartanburg4.org)
Meredith Welch, Asst. Principal (mwelch@spartanburg4.org)

Casey Dover, Administrative Asst. (cdover@spartanburg4.org)
Nicole Sheffield, Guidance Counselor, (nsheffield@spartanburg4.org)

Website:  www.spartanburg4.org/wps

WOODRUFF ELEMENTARy SCHOOL
915 Cross Anchor Road, Woodruff, SC 29388

864-476-3123 (phone)....864-476-6193 (fax)

Argyl Brewton, Principal (abrewton@spartanburg4.org)
Camille Robinson, Asst. Principal (crobinson@spartanburg4.org)

Jennifer Turner, Asst. Principal (jturner@spartanburg4.org)
Katie Mills, Guidance Counselor (kmills@spartanburg4.org)

Website:  www.spartanburg4.org/wes

WOODRUFF MIDDLE SCHOOL
205 S.J. Workman Road, Woodruff, SC 29388

864-476-3150 (phone)....864-476-6036 (fax)

Denise Brown, Principal (dbrown@spartanburg4.org)
Amy Cooper, Asst. Principal (acooper@spartanburg4.org)
Jason Hayes, Asst. Principal (jhayes@spartanburg4.org)

Selena Turnipseed, Guidance Counselor (sturnipseed@spartanburg4.org)
Tracy Lawson, Guidance Department (tlawson@spartanburg4.org)

Website:  www.spartanburg4.org/wms

WOODRUFF HIGH SCHOOL
710 Cross Anchor Road, Woodruff, SC 29388

864-476-7045 (phone)....864-476-7224 (fax)

Dr. Aaron Fulmer, Principal (afulmer@spartanburg4.org)
Dr. Tim Scipio, Assistant Principal (tscipio@spartanburg4.org)
Christine Morris, Assistant Principal (cmorris@spartanburg4.org)
Heather Abrams, Guidance Counselor (habrams@spartanburg4.org)

Lindsay Berry, Guidance Counselor (lberry@spartanburg4.org)
Blake Elder, Guidance Counselor/CDF (belder@spartanburg4.org)

Scott Adkins, Director of Transportation 864-476-3158, 
(sadkins@spartanburg4.org)

Website:  www.spartanburg4.org/whs
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2015 Athletics Schedules

7th and 8th Football Schedule
8th Grade

Thursdays @ 5pm
September 1 Meet the Cubs Home
September 2 Jamboree at Sims Away
September 10 E.P. Todd  Away+
September 17    open 
September 24 Pacolet  Home+
October 1  Cowpens  Home
October 8  Blacksburg  Away
October 15  Ewing  Home
October 22  Chesnee  Away
October 29  Mabry  Home

+cross-divisional games do not count towards                    
Foothills Division Championships

7th Grade
Wednesdays @ 5pm

September 1 Meet the Cubs Home
September 2 Jamboree at Sims Away
September 9 Gray Court  Home
September 16    Mabry  Away
September 23 Newberry  Away*
September 30 Mabry  Home
October 7  Laurens  Away
October 14  Hickory Tavern Home
October 21  Newberry  Home
* Game at 5:30pm; All 7th gr. games are non-conference 

WMS Basketball Schedule
Lady Cubs begin  4:30pm; Cubs follow  5:45pm

November 17 Scrimmage vs Sims      Home
Nov. 23& 24 Cub Classic Preseason   at WMS
        Campobello, Gray Ct, Landrum, Woodruff
November 30  Hickory Tavern   Home*
December 3  Cowpens   Away
December 7  Blacksburg   Home
December 10  Ewing    Away
December 14 Chesnee    Home
December 17  Mabry    Away
January 6  Hickory Tavern       Away*
January 7  Pacolet       Away+
January 11 Cowpens       Home
January 14  Blacksburg   Away
January 21 Ewing    Home
January 25 Chesnee    Away
January 28 Mabry    Home
February 1 1st round Playoffs     higher seed
February 4/6 Foothills Semi/Finals    Pacolet  
   *girls game starts at 5pm;* non-conference games
    + cross-divisional game

WHS Varsity Football Schedule
August 28  Woodruff at Broome
September 4  Woodruff at Chapman
September 11  Clinton at Woodruff – Alumni Night
September 18  Woodruff at Blacksburg
September 25  Powdersville at Woodruff – Youth Night
October 2  Pendleton at Woodruff - Homecoming
October 9  Woodruff at Carolina
October 16  Liberty at Woodruff – Band Night
October 23  Woodruff at Landrum
October 30  Chesnee at Woodruff – Senior Night

WHS Varsity Volleyball Schedule
Date Opponent  Time  Location
8/18 96 –scrimmage  6:00  HOME
8/20 Clinton – scrimmage 5:30  AWAY
8/22 Byrnes Tournament TBA  AWAY
8/25 SSC/Laurens  5:30  Laurens
8/27 Broome/Chapman  5:00  AWAY
9/1 Blacksburg  7:00  AWAY
9/3 Powdersville  7:00  HOME
9/8 Pendleton  7:00  HOME
9/10 Carolina   5:30  AWAY
9/15 Liberty   7:00  HOME
9/17 Landrum   7:00  AWAY
9/19 Chapman Tourn.  TBA  AWAY
9/22 Chesnee   7:00  HOME
9/24 Blacksburg  7:00  HOME
9/29 Powdersville  7:00  AWAY
10/1 Pendleton  7:00  AWAY
10/6 Carolina   6:00  HOME
10/8 Liberty   7:00  AWAY
10/13 Landrum   7:00  HOME
10/15 Chesnee   7:00  AWAY

WHS  JV Volleyball 
Date Opponent  Time  Location
8/18 96 –scrimmage  6:00  HOME
8/20 Clinton – scrimmage 5:30  AWAY
8/27 Broome/Chapman  5:00   AWAY
9/1 Blacksburg  5:30  AWAY
9/3 Powdersville  5;30  HOME
9/8 Pendleton  5:30  HOME
9/12 Dorman Tournament   TBA  AWAY
9/15 Liberty   5:30  HOME
9/17 Landrum   5:30  AWAY
9/22 Chesnee   5:30  HOME
9/24 Blacksburg  5:30  HOME
9/29 Powdersville  5:30  AWAY
10/1 Pendleton  5:30  AWAY
10/8 Liberty   5:30  AWAY
10/13 Landrum   5:30  HOME
10/15 Chesnee   5:30  AWAY

WHS Girls Tennis Schedule
DATE  OPPONENT  LOCATION TIME
Aug. 20,22 Eye Opener Tournament Dorman, WHS TBA
Aug. 25 Broome (scrimmage) AWAY  430
Aug. 27 Greer   AWAY  430
Sept. 9 Union   HOME  430
Sept. 10 Gaffney   AWAY  500
Sept. 15 Powdersville  HOME  500
Sept. 17 Carolina   AWAY  500
Sept. 21 Union   AWAY  430
Sept. 23 Laurens   HOME  430
Sept. 24 Landrum   HOME  500
Sept. 29 Powdersville  AWAY  500
Oct. 5  Carolina   HOME  500
Oct. 6  Gaffney   HOME  500
Oct. 8  Landrum   AWAY  500
Oct. 12 Laurens   AWAY  430

WHS  JV Football Schedule
August 27  Broome   Home  
September 3  Chapman  Home  
September 10  Clinton  Away 
September 17  Blacksburg  Home
September 24  Powdersville Away 
October 1  Pendleton Away 
October 8  Carolina   Home
October 15  Liberty  Away 
October 22  Landrum  Home
October 29  Chesnee  Away 
***All home games at 6:30 at W.L. Varner Stadium.  

WHS  Cross Country
Date  Opponent  Time Location
Aug. 25 Landrum scrimmage 5:00 Landrum
Sept. 5 Eye Opener  TBA Milliken
Sept. 8 Clinton   5:00 Clinton
Sept. 15 Union, SCA  5:00 HOME
Sept. 22 Union   5:00 Union
Sept. 26 Cavalier Classic  TBA Dorman
Oct. 13 Landrum   5:00 Landrum
Oct. 17 Region Meet  TBA Southern Wesleyan
Oct. 31 Upper State  TBA TBA
Nov. 7  State Meet  TBA TBA

WMS Girls Volleyball  Schedule
 Matches begin at 4:30pm. All matches are best 3 out of 5
September 1       Meet the Cubs                    Home
September 2 Scrimmage  Gable   Away
September 9 Cowpens    Away
September 14 Blacksburg   Home
September 16  Ewing    Away
September 21 Chesnee    Home
September 23  Mabry    Away
September 28 Cowpens    Home
September 30 Blacksburg   Away
October 6 Ewing    Home  
October 7  Chesnee    Away
October 8 Mabry    Home
October 12 1st Round Tournament   at higher seed
October 15 Semis/Finals Tournament   at Campobello

WHS Competitive Cheer
Date  Opponent  Time Location
Sept. 26 Chesnee Clawdown TBA Chesnee
Sept. 29 Diamond L Cheer Classic TBA Liberty
Oct. 5  Wolverine Invitational TBA HOME
Oct. 17 Ram Upstate Cheer Inv. TBA Hillcrest 
Oct. 24 Carolina Cheer Classic TBA Mauldin/Upward
Nov.   Upper-State Qualifier TBA TBA
Nov. 14 State Championships TBA TBA

Cub Club Schedule
Cub Club meeting times after school:

7th Football: September 30       Mabry
Volleyball: October 5       Ewing
8th Football: October 15       Ewing
Basketball: December 14      Chesnee
Wrestling: To Be Announced 
Members admitted to all home games held at WMS.

Wrestling Schedule
More matches & times to be announced

December 5       Centurion Classic at Broome     Away
December 8       McCraken at Woodruff                  Home
December 19     Qualifier Tournament   Away
January 4           Powdersville at Woodruff   Home
January 12         Woodruff at Chesnee                Away
January 18         Landrum/Newberry/Woodruff Home

WMS wrestling is not part of the Foothills Conference; 
WMS wrestling will be with WHS wrestling matches
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the District 4 Board of trusteesMeeting notice:
The District Four Board of Trustees meets on 
the first Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. 
at the District Office. The public is invited to 
attend.

The District Four School Board determines 
the direction of the school district, fosters 
an atmosphere of school pride, and influ-
ences the quality of life in the District Four 
community. More specifically, the school 
board attends to duties outlined in the 
South Carolina Code of Laws including:

n  Approving policies to govern the district 
in the areas of personnel, finance, 
instruction, administration, board 
operations, student operations, and 
public relations.

 District Four School Board of trustees (left to right)  Randy Williams, Vice-Chairman 
Melvin Brewton, Bill Brasington, Karen Page-Davies, Charles hembree, Secretary 
Joni Phillips, Chairman Milton Smith, tony Davis and Gordon Godfrey.

n  Employing a superintendent to carry 
out board-set policies, to manage the 
day-to-day operations of the district, 
and to evaluate the superintendent.

n  Developing an annual budget based 
on priorities for instruction, buildings, 
personnel and services.

n  Setting district goals and objectives 
and monitoring their progress.

n  Serving as an appeals body for stu-
dent and employee discipline cases.

 District Four voters elect the school 
board ensuring local control of the 
school. Board members are elected to 
four-year terms and serve without com-
pensation. 

Information on school closings/early dismissals will be announced on local WQUL Radio 95.9 on the FM dial 
or 1510 on the AM dial,  as well as other radio and TV stations such as: TV -  WSPA(CBS), WYFF(NBC), 
WLOS(ABC), WHNS(FOX)  Radio - WORD, WFBC, WSPA, WMYI, WSSL, WESC, WROQ 

2015-2016 School Board Meetings Schedule
August 3

September 14*
October 5

November 2

December  7
January 11**

February 1
March 7

April 11***
May 2
June 6

*Advanced one week – Labor Day Holiday
**Advanced one week – Christmas Holidays
***Advanced one week – Spring Break 
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2015-2016 total operational Budget:  $20,174,113

the 2015-2016 district four operational Budget has increased by 0.06%.  
the budget has been developed with great care and concern for

 maintaining quality instructional programs at the least cost to taxpayers.

expenditures by area  

Salaries     63.03%

Emp Benefits    24.05%

Purchased Services    4.94%

Books & Supplies    3.08%

Phone & Utilities    2.7%

Equipment     0.48%

Insurance & Other    1.72%

individual School funding

Woodruff Primary School   20.19%

Woodruff Elementary School  18.95%

Woodruff Middle School   22.39%
 
Woodruff High School   32.64%

District Office    5.83%

 Spartanburg School district four has 13th lowest per pupil 
expenditure in SC (more than $1,047 below the state average).

BudGet SuMMarY:  Where do District Four dollars go? 

School food Service encourages  healthy Choices and Participation  in School Breakfast and lunch!
Nutrition plays a major role in student success.  Building good habits by din-

ing at school, breakfast and lunch helps prepare students for their busy day. Our 
menus include variety and appeal! It is our hope through the school nutrition 
program that our students participate daily at breakfast and at lunch. Good 
nutrition helps our students perform better academically, as well. Our foodservice 
staff at Spartanburg County School District Four is dedicated to preparing and 
serving quality, nutritious breakfast and lunch meals at affordable prices. We 
look forward to serving each of you and invite you to visit our program(s).
    Cindy Craig, RD, LD Foodservice Director  

nutrition rePort

Student lunCh:   district WPS WeS WMS WhS 
Number of lunch meals served  371,071 112,701 76,322 84,214 97,834 
Average Daily Participation  2,133 648 439 484 562 
Average Daily Membership  2867 890 576 605 796 
% Students participating  74% 73% 76% 80% 71% 
% Full paid meals served  28% 18% 25% 31% 39% 
% Free meals served   64% 73% 68% 61% 54% 
% Reduced Price meals served  8% 9% 7% 8% 7% 
Student BreaKfaSt:   
Number of breakfast meals served 148,936 65,140 40,490 31,882 11,424 
Average Daily Participation  856 374 233 183 66 
Average Daily Membership  2867 890 576 605 796 
% Students participating  30% 42% 40% 30% 8% 
%Full paid meals served  13% 14% 12% 14% 12% 
% Free meals served   78% 74% 80% 80% 83% 
% Reduced Price meals served  9% 12% 8% 6% 5%  
adult MealS:     
Number of lunch meals    8,134 1,563 804 1,592 4,175 
Number of breakfast meals  111 25 2 5 79 

Individual School Funding

WPS 20.19
WES 18.95
WMS 22.39
WHS 32.64
DO 5.83

Expenditures by Area

Salaries 63.03
Emp Benefits 24.05
Purchased Serv. 4.94
Books & Supplies 3.08
Phone & Utilities 2.7
Equipment 0.48
Insurance & Other 1.72

Expenditures	  by	  Loca3on
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2010- 2011 Spartanburg Co. School District #4           Food Service Statistics

Student Lunch: District WPS WES WMS WHS
Number of lunch meals served 371,071 112,701 76,322 84,214 97,834
Average Daily Partipication 2,133 648 439 484 562
Average Daily Membership 2867 890 576 605 796
% Students participating 74% 73% 76% 80% 71%
% Full paid meals served 28% 18% 25% 31% 39%
% Free meals served 64% 73% 68% 61% 54%
% Reduced Price meals served 8% 9% 7% 8% 7%

Student Breakfast: District WPS WES WMS WHS
Number of breakfast meals served 148,936 65,140 40,490 31,882 11,424
Average Daily Partipication 856 374 233 183 66
Average Daily Membership 2867 890 576 605 796
% Students partipicating 30% 42% 40% 30% 8%
%Full paid meals served 13% 14% 12% 14% 12%
% Free meals served 78% 74% 80% 80% 83%
% Reduced Price meals served 9% 12% 8% 6% 5%

Adult Meals: District Middle High Primary Elementary
Number of lunch meals 8,134 1,563 804 1,592 4,175
Number of breakfast meals 111 25 2 5 79
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2010- 2011 Spartanburg Co. School District #4           Food Service Statistics

Student Lunch: District WPS WES WMS WHS
Number of lunch meals served 371,071 112,701 76,322 84,214 97,834
Average Daily Partipication 2,133 648 439 484 562
Average Daily Membership 2867 890 576 605 796
% Students participating 74% 73% 76% 80% 71%
% Full paid meals served 28% 18% 25% 31% 39%
% Free meals served 64% 73% 68% 61% 54%
% Reduced Price meals served 8% 9% 7% 8% 7%

Student Breakfast: District WPS WES WMS WHS
Number of breakfast meals served 148,936 65,140 40,490 31,882 11,424
Average Daily Partipication 856 374 233 183 66
Average Daily Membership 2867 890 576 605 796
% Students partipicating 30% 42% 40% 30% 8%
%Full paid meals served 13% 14% 12% 14% 12%
% Free meals served 78% 74% 80% 80% 83%
% Reduced Price meals served 9% 12% 8% 6% 5%

Adult Meals: District Middle High Primary Elementary
Number of lunch meals 8,134 1,563 804 1,592 4,175
Number of breakfast meals 111 25 2 5 79
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u.S. news & World report names Woodruff high School 
among america’s Best high Schools

Woodruff High School ranked #12 among South 
Carolina’s 227 public high schools and #1,623 out of 
approximately 21,000 U.S. public high schools according 
to the U.S. News & World Report’s ranking of America’s 
Best High Schools. Woodruff High had the highest rank-
ing of any Spartanburg County high school. 

U.S. News teamed with the North Carolina-based orga-
nization RTI International to evaluate schools on several 
key principles: a great high school must serve all of its 
students well, and it must be able to produce measurable 
academic outcomes to show it is successfully educating its 
student body across a range of performance indicators.

RTI International used a three-step process determined 
America’s Best High Schools. The first two steps ensured 
that the schools serve all of their students well, using their 
performance on the math and reading parts of their state 
proficiency tests as the benchmarks. For those schools 
that made it past the first two steps, a third step assessed 
the degree to which schools prepare students for college-
level work. 

Washington Post names Woodruff high School among
america’s Most Challenging high Schools

Woodruff High School was included in the list of 
America’s most challenging high schools compiled by The 
Washington Post.  WHS holds the ranking of #1439 in the 
list containing 2,325 high schools.  It is listed as #17 of 20 
South Carolina high schools included on the list.  The list 
is based upon the percentage of students enrolled in AP 
or IB courses, the percentage of students receiving subsi-
dized meals, and the Equity and Excellence rate, which is 
the percentage of all graduating seniors who had at least 
one score of 3 or above on at least one AP test. A formula 
called the Challenge Index, which was developed by Jay 
Mathews, takes the total number of Advanced Placement 
tests given at a school each year and divides that number 
by the number of seniors who graduated in May or June.

Woodruff Middle School Cubs “on the P.r.o.W.l.”

 Woodruff Middle School students have always been 
known as the WMS Cubs with the colors of red and 
white. The upcoming school year will bring changes to the 
school’s colors. In an effort to create a stronger identifica-
tion with the WHS Wolverines, the new colors of the WMS 
Cubs will be maroon and white. These colors and the speed 
“W” will be prominent in all correspondence and signage 
related to Woodruff Middle School. Maroon and white will 
be the colors displayed in the gym, in common areas on 
campus, and on all school uniforms. 

One may question the reason for not including the gold 
in the new WMS color scheme. Teachers and administra-
tors will remind students that they must “Go for the Gold” 
as they journey toward high school and high school gradu-
ation. They will help students look beyond completion of 
WMS and set their goal on graduation. 

Students will also have a new school motto with an 
acronym that relates to the WMS Cub. The motto is 
“On the P.R.O.W.L.” It stands for Prepared-Responsible-
Outstanding-Wolverine-Leaders...on the P.R.O.W.L.. 

Woodruff elementary nominated as a 
national Blue ribbon School

Woodruff Elementary School was nominated by the SC 
Superintendent of Education for the prestigious National 
Blue Ribbon Schools award. The National Blue Ribbon 
Schools (NBRS) Program recognizes schools whose stu-
dents achieve at very high levels or schools that make 
significant progress in closing the achievement gap. The 
NBRS program sets a standard of excellence for all schools 
striving for the highest level of achievement. 

Following the nomination, Woodruff Elementary was 
required to submit an application to the NBRS program. 
This summer, WES received notification that their appli-
cation had been approved, and they would be notified of 
their final status in the fall of 2015. Winners will be hon-
ored at an awards ceremony in Washington, D.C. and will 
receive the NBRS flag and an engraved plaque as symbols 
of their success. 

These schools will also serve as models for other schools 
throughout the nation with details of their achievements 
shared on the U.S. Department of Education’s website. 

Woodruff Primary School establishes high Standards 
through the naeYC accreditation Process

Accreditation through the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children (NAEYC) is recognized as 
one of the highest accomplishments for an early childhood 
organization. The NAEYC accreditation process is rigorous 
and comprehensive. It involves four major components: 1) 
Enrollment/Self-Study - educators align their programs 
with the NAEYC Early Childhood Program Standards, 2) 
Application/Self-Assessment - evidence is compiled on how 
the program meets the NAEYC standards, 3) Candidacy 
- programs demonstrate high quality programming and 
preparedness for site visit, and 4) Meeting the Standards - 
external evaluators observe program and review evidence. 
Only 8% of all early childhood programs in the United 
States are accredited by NAEYC. 

Woodruff Primary School has held NAEYC accredita-
tion since 2010, but is required to renew its accreditation 
every five years. Toward that effort, WPS hosted two 

NAEYC evaluators over a 2-day period in May and is cur-
rently awaiting the evaluation results. They are hopeful 
the evaluators were able to document all of the required 
evidence in order to maintain national accreditation. 
However, teachers and administrators know that partici-
pation in the process helps them to maintain higher stan-
dards and makes WPS a better place for young children. 

Woodruff high School art Program Produces archibald 
rutledge Scholarship Winner and alternate

Woodruff High School student Anna Davis has been 
awarded the highly competitive Archibald Rutledge 
Scholarship in the area of visual arts from the SC 
Department of Education. Claire Bowman from Woodruff 
High was selected as alternate for the visual arts scholar-
ship. Named for South Carolina’s first poet laureate, the 
scholarship offers twelfth-grade students enrolled in a 
public school in South Carolina the opportunity to compete 
for a $2,000 scholarship in creative writing, dance, music, 
theatre, or visual arts. It also encourages and recognizes 
academic and artistic excellence among South Carolina 
students.

Being honored by the Archibald Rutledge Scholarship 
Program distinguishes Anna and Claire as the top senior 
visual arts students in the state. They were selected 
based on their entries of original visual composition of 
two-dimensional work and accompanying process folio 
documenting their creative processes. They studied visual 
arts under Mrs. Diana Olencki, WHS art teacher. It is a 
reflection of the high quality of Mrs. Olencki’s program to 
have the top two visual artists in South Carolina.

Spartanburg district four Welcomes new administrators

Spartanburg District Four will welcome two new admin-
istrators when school begins in August. Joining the 
administrative team of Woodruff Elementary School is 
Camille Robinson who will serve as Assistant Principal. 
Mrs. Robinson is coming from Union County Schools 
where she served as an assistant principal and director 
of special services and gifted and talented programs. She 
holds a B.A. in counseling/human services and psychol-
ogy from Limestone College and M.Ed. in Education 
Administration from Converse College. 

Amy Cooper is joining the leadership team of Woodruff 
Middle School as Assistant Principal. Mrs. Cooper taught 
middle school Reading and English in Spartanburg 
District Six and Spartanburg District Two. She graduated 
from USC Upstate with a B.A. in Elementary Education 
and from Converse College with a M.Ed. in Leadership 
and Instruction. We welcome these two outstanding edu-
cators to our District Four family and look forward to all 
they will contribute. 

Our Schools In The News

Spartanburg District Four participates in the federally 
funded Title I program, an initiative of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). Title I funds pro-
vide programs that would not otherwise be available to 
our students. At Woodruff Primary, Title I provides the 
three-year-old intervention classes, reading intervention 
programs, and a parenting program. At Woodruff High, 
Title I provides the Language Arts Enrichment and 
Freshman Problem Solving classes.

Spartanburg District Four is continually monitoring the 
implementation of our Title I Plan and Parent Involvement 
Policy and welcomes input from parents regarding the 
content and future plans. Any parent who would like to 
provide input into the Title I program should contact Ms. 
Karen Neal, Assistant Superintendent, at the District 
Office (864-476-3186 or kneal@spartanburg4.org). We 
encourage parent input into the revision of District Four’s 
Parent Involvement Policy. Parents are also encouraged 
to communicate any suggestions and/or concerns to Mrs. 
Ann Hodge, principal at Woodruff Primary (864-476-3174 

or ahodge@spartanburg4.org) and Dr. Aaron Fulmer, 
principal at Woodruff High (864-476-7045 or afulmer@
spartanburg4.org). If parents must leave a message, they 
can expect to be contacted within two days. 

The goal of supplemental programs and services pro-
vided through Title I is to increase student achievement. 
Since Title I funds have been utilized to provide supple-
mental instruction, Spartanburg District Four students 
have shown outstanding achievement. Most recently, 
these achievements were highlighted in the ESEA ratings, 
the federal accountability ratings based upon student 
achievement on standardized assessments. Spartanburg 
District Four received the highest ESEA rating in South 
Carolina. 

Professional Qualifications 
“No Child Left Behind” was designed to ensure that all 

children have an opportunity to obtain a quality educa-
tion. Parents have a right to know the professional quali-
fications of the teachers and instructional assistants who 
instruct their children. 

Professional Qualifications include: 
Whether the teacher has met state qualifications and 

certification criteria for the grade levels and subject areas 
in which the teacher provides instruction. 

Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or 
other provisional status through which state qualifica-
tions or certification criteria have been waived. 

The baccalaureate degree major(s) of the teacher and 
any other graduate certificate(s) or degree(s). 

Whether the child is provided services by 
paraprofessional(s) and, if so, their qualifications. 

A parent who wishes to inquire about the qualifica-
tions of his/her child’s teacher or instructional assistant 
should make a written request to the school principal. 
In the request, the parents may only inquire about any 
qualification(s) listed above.

 
Professional Qualifications of Classroom Teachers: 
http://www.scteachers.org/titleii/parents.cfm

How Title I impacts District Four students
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In District 4, we have always taken pride in having first class 
facilities to compliment our students, faculty, staff, and community.  
The pride we all share in our schools continues to make our district 
the envy of others.  We have been able to accomplish this while 
remaining one of the most fiscally conservative school districts in 
the state.  Currently, of the 86 school districts in South Carolina, 
only 12 districts spend less money per student than Spartanburg 
District 4.  As a small, community based district, we have been able 
to effectively manage our resources while making steady improve-
ments throughout the district.  

At the present time, we are working on the following projects for 
the 2015-2016 school year:

n Painting at all schools as needed.

n Convert Carolina Grill building to District 4 Learning Center 
for HELP / Fresh Start.

n Construct new bus parking lot at WPS.

n Install new bleachers at WMS football field / track.

n Sand, paint, and refinish WMS and WHS gym floors.

n Install new LED lights at WHS.  

n New kiln for WMS Art Department.

n Replace ceiling tiles in WMS café kitchen.

n Replace ceiling tiles and grid in WHS chemistry classroom.

n Install additional freezer in WPS café.

n Replace carpet in WPS library and other areas as needed.

n Carpet cleaning at all locations.

n Replace skylights at WHS.

n Inspection of all playgrounds for safety concerns.

n Landscaping at all schools.

n Carpet replacement with tile in 3 classrooms at WES.

n Refurbish ceramic tile floors in one set of restrooms at WES.

n Window blind repairs and replacement at all schools.

n Classroom Technology Upgrades.

n Replacing dry erase boards as needed at all schools.

n Upgrade security cameras at all schools.

Through a vision for the future, utilizing a teamwork approach, 
Spartanburg School District 4 is providing world-class facilities to 
our #1 customers – Our students!

School Safety and Crisis Management 
is a Community Responsibility

Crises can happen before, during, or after 
school and on or off school campuses. The 
definition of a crisis varies with the unique 
needs, resources, and assets of a school and 
community. Paducah, Ky., Jonesboro Ark., 
Pearl, Miss., Littleton, Co., Springfield, Ore. 
and Newtown, Conn. sadly have all shared 
that, “I can’t believe it happened here”, 
moment.  What went wrong?  Today we are 
still trying to find answers, so until then the 
planning can never stop.  The building where 
so many of us attended high school no lon-
ger stands due to a school crisis. One thing 
for sure in Woodruff, SC, the indomitable 
spirit to persevere could not be taken away 
from our community.  We, like hundreds 
of other communities across the country 
who have experienced a school crisis, have 
stepped up the planning for school violence.  

Communities and schools must work togeth-
er for the safety of their children.  

School District Four and its community 
take the safety of our students and staff 
very seriously and have developed a well 
balanced comprehensive school crisis plan.  
Our schools train their staffs, review and 
update their plans annually and partner 
with emergency agencies to help ensure our 
efforts meet state and national standards.  
Our community, like so many others, is just 
as important to the safety of the schools as 
the planning process.  Parents in our com-
munity must remain diligent in their efforts 
to monitor and be informed about what their 
children are involved in.  Students must be 
willing to share information about possible 
crisis situations their friends may be part of 
and community members are a vital source 

of information about what is going on in their 
neighborhoods.  Whether it be school or com-
munity violence, the possibility of it touching 
a student in some form is greatly multiplied 
in a small community.  We have seen schools 
without plans, parents who were not aware 
of what was going on in their own homes 
and students who were told of situations and 
stood by to watch them happen, telling no 
one.  What will we do?

Our schools welcome you to ask about our 
crisis plan and the procedures in place to 
keep our schools safe. We also have resources 
available to help you in recognizing signs of 
problems your child may be faced with.  You 
can contact SRO Mitchell Taylor at 476-3186 
or 476-7045 with questions and if you would 
like to view the plan we would be glad to 
schedule a meeting.

District 4 Facilities Update

It is the goal of School District Four to continue this program 
with integrity and quality instruction for our young people.   
Our goal is to teach sportsmanship, fundamentals, character 
and the importance of education to all who participate, while 
providing them with a safe and fun experience. 

Safety for your child in the WYFL is paramount to us!  We 
take steps each year to recertify all equipment that is furnished 
for your child.  Because of your support we are able to have an 
outside vendor come in yearly, advise us on what equipment 
needs to be replaced, and they also take equipment to be refur-
bished by professionals.  If you ever see an unsafe situation, 
please contact us so that we can correct the problem.  

Coach Varner was a “forward thinker” when he started this 
program for the youth of our community and schools.  The 
WYFL staff will continue working towards making this an 
enjoyable community and family experience and want to thank 
you for your continued support.

2015 WYfl important dates and information
Registration dates:  League Paperwork / Weigh-in / 

Equipment Issue
(Registration is at Officer Taylor’s office in Maintenance 

building beside practice field on Woodruff High School campus)

- Aug. 1 (Rising 5th / 6th Graders)   9:00 – 12:00 am 
- Aug. 3 (3rd /4th  grades)  3:30 – 6:30 pm
- Aug. 4 (1st /2nd  grades)  3:30 – 6:30 pm
- Aug. 5 (open to all who missed)  3:30 – 6:30 pm
- Late Registration: Aug. 10    3:30 – 6:30 pm
- Draft – Aug. 13    6:00 pm (Coaches only – no players)
- Cost: $20.00 at Registration

WYfl Combined Practice Camp:  all Coaches, Parents 
and Players will be asked to attend-free

Saturday  Aug. 15, 2015 (Rain Date:  Aug 23 / same times)    
8:30 am – 11:30 am (Pride 5-6 / Loyalty Divisions 3-4)
8:30 am – 10:30 am (Traditions Division 1-2)
- Coach Introductions – WL Varner Stadium – Home Side 

Reserve Section
- League Parent Meeting / League Calendar – WL Varner 

Stadium
- Player Skills Development – Practice Field
* Practice Drills   
* Basic Fundamentals (Tackling, Catching, Throwing, 

Blocking, Stances, Kicking)
- Game Rules / Offensive / Defensive Explanations – WL 

Varner Stadium

- Team Meeting
- Shorts and T-shirts, Cleats or tennis shoes
first day of Practice:  tuesday  aug. 18, 2015 (Coaches set times)
* First 3 days of practice are in shorts, t-shirts, cleats and 

helmets
If you have any questions about registration or want to be 

considered for a coaching position, please call Officer Taylor  
at 444-9759 or e-mail to mtaylor@spartanburg4.org

(We have 36 coaching positions and those that coached last 
year get first consideration)

- Application will be required
- SLED Background check will be done for all considered
- Concussion and Heat Illness Awareness Testing are man-

datory – League provides information for free online courses
- Two league meetings / trainings are mandatory
Season Games Start:   Tuesday  Sept. 8   6:00 pm – 8:00 pm  

WL Varner Stadium 
Game admission:  $4.00 per person / Bell ringer Passes good

WYFL Youth Night at WHS Varsity Game: (Jersey day at 
school) Friday  Sept. 25  Powdersville High School  Arrive on 
Practice field at 6:30 pm

Woodruff Youth Football Program:  The Tradition Continues

New Assistant Principals

Camille Robinson 
Woodruff Elementary School

Amy Cooper
Woodruff Middle School

district 4 Mission 
Spartanburg School District Four…

Impacting and empowering 
students for the future through 

high expectations, academic rigor, 
supportive relationships, and the 
development of a strong work ethic 
in a safe and orderly environment. 

district 4 Vision
We envision a district where…
Student learning is a priority.

Decisions are made in the
 best interest of students.

Students graduate with skills
 necessary for the next phase of life.

Staff and students feel safe, 
respected, and valued.

Educators, families, and the 
community work together to 

educate our students.
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IMAGINATION LIBRARY
District 4, United Way, and the Dollywood Foundation provide free books to young children.
If your child is birth to five years of age and lives in Spartanburg School District Four, you may register him or her to receive a free book each 

month from Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library. If registered at birth, your child will have a home library of 60 books by the time he or she enrolls in 
kindergarten. One book is delivered in the mail each month, and children look forward to receiving this special package. The program is absolutely 
free. To register, you may enter the link below to access an application or call 476-3186 for assistance. If you would like to support this literacy initiative 
for other children, a donation of $30 to the United Way of the Piedmont will fund this program for one child for one year. Be sure to designate your 
donation to the Imagination Library Project. Enjoy building your child’s home library and sharing the world of books with your child!    

https://usa.imaginationlibrary.com/register_my_child.php

Testing 
 

Assessment of student learning occurs continuously as a part of effective instruction. In addition to teacher-made evaluations conducted as part of 
daily classes, students in Spartanburg District Four participate in standardized tests. These tests provide information on individual student 
performance, a school’s instructional program, and the district’s overall curriculum. In addition, state-mandated accountability assessments are 
administered at the direction of the SC Department of Education and SC Education Oversight Committee. 

 
The chart below provides an overview of some of the standardized tests administered to students in Spartanburg District Four. 
 
 
Test       Description     WPS WES WMS WHS 
 
Advanced Placement (AP) Exams    Subject area tests used to validate credit for    X 
        college courses 
 
 
American College Test (ACT)     College entrance test       X 
 
 
ELL Assessment (TBD)      Assessment administered to English  X            X X           X 
        language learners (ELLs) 
 
 
Assessment in Grades 3 – 8 (TBD)    Statewide test used to determine student   X X 
        academic performance with respect to the  
        school curriculum 
 
 
Cognitive Ability Test (CogAT)     Aptitude test used in selection of students X 
        for academically gifted program 
 
 
End-of-Course Examination Program                      State-mandated tests to validate     X X 
(EOCEP)                             competencies for selected high school  

credits        
 
 
Grade-Level Interim Assessments    Benchmark tests and quizzes administered   X X X 
        to measure ongoing progress in core 
        academic areas 
 

Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS)     Achievement test used in selection of  X 
students for academically gifted program 

 
 
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP)                 Computer-adaptive achievement test   X          X           X           X 
        used for course placement and  
                                            instructional planning 
 
 
Preliminary Scholastic Achievement Test (PSAT)  Preparatory test used to provide practice   X X  

       for students and to identify high achievers 
                 
 
Performance Tasks Assessment    Performance-based assessment used  X X 

in selection of students for academically  
gifted programs 

 
 
Quality Core Assessments     End-of-course tests used to validate      X 

attainment of course material 
 
 
Readiness Assessment (TBD)     Preschool/kindergarten assessment   X 
 
 
Scholastic Achievement Test (SAT)     College entrance test         X X  

         
 
Work Keys Job skills assessment       X 
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EXtRA-CURRICUlAR ACtIVItIES:
Students in District Four have many extra-curricular activities available to them, providing leadership experiences outside of the classroom 
setting.  Through these activities, students from District Four have become active in competition at the local, state, and national levels.

WOODRUFF PRIMARY SChOOl:
After School Clubs 
After School Programs 
Artist in Residence
Book Fairs
Career Dress-Up Day 
Cheer Camps
Children’s Book Week
Community Service Projects
Field Trips
Footsteps to Fitness
Fun Day
Grade Level Nights
Meet the Teacher Day
Morning Greeters
Music Programs 
Read Across America-Dr. Seuss Week

Readers’ Theater
Reading Incentive Programs
Reading Intervention Programs
Red Ribbon Week
School Family Celebrations
Science Fair
Skate Nights
St. Jude Trike-A-Thon
Storybook Character Parade
Student Council
Success Days 
Terrific Kids
Trunk-or-Treat
Visit with Santa 
WPS Arts Shows
WPS News Show

WOODRUFF MIDDlE SChOOl:
Yearbook, The Reflector
Student Council
Junior Beta Club
Battle of the Brains
Gifted Art
Gifted Music
Junior Scholar Program
Duke TIP Program
Cub of the Month Program
Strive for 25 Reading Incentive Program
Band
Chorus
Cubs for Christ
Cub Club, a spirit club
Drama Club
Real Men Read, a club for boys
Cubs Create, a technology-oriented 
service club
ENGAGE, a club for girls
Middle school football, volleyball, 
basketball, wrestling, cheer and pom 
squads

WOODRUFF hIGh SChOOl:
French Club
National Beta Club 
National Honor Society
Student Council
Spanish Club
Students for Cultural Awareness
Yearbook, The Mirror
Future Business Leaders of America
National Art Honor Society
Future Teachers of America
Teens for Christ
Chorus
Band
Science Club
Fellowship of Christian Athletes
Drama Club
Relay for Life
Christmas in Action
Senior Hall of Fame
Miss WHS
Rotary Student of the Month
Homecoming/Spirit Week

WOODRUFF ElEMEntARY SChOOl:
Academic Celebrations
Academic Focus Program
Annual Fun Day
Barrier Island 5th Grade Field Trip
Black History Program
Boys Basketball Club
Christmas Musical Program
Donuts for Dads
Family Fall Picnic
Field Day
Fifth Grade Cookout and Annual Day
Gifted Art
Gifted Music
Girl Scouts
Girls Basketball Club
Good News Club
Grandparents Day Breakfast
Kiwanis Terrific Kids
Master Gardener 4-H Program
Math and Science Night
Morning Computer Club
Muffins for Moms

Open House
Pet Pals 4-H Program
PTO Fundraisers
Science Fair
See You at the Pole
Service Learning Projects
SOAR Program
Social Studies Program
South Carolina History Day
Spelling Bee
Spirit Day
Star Seekers Program
Stone Soup Story Telling Events
Student Council
Student Performances
Study Island Blue Ribbon Recognition
Summer Reading Camp
Third Grade Orientation
Veteran’s Day Program
WE Singers
Wednesday Class Lunch
WES News Crew
WES Panhandlers  
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Special Programming 
 
 
Program   Description         WPS       WES       WMS WHS 

Safe and Drug-Free 
Schools 

Students are provided activities that support 
the prevention of violence and the illegal use of 
alcohol, tobacco and drugs. 

X X X X 

Gifted and Talented 
Academic 
 

Students with academic and intellectual 
potential to function at high levels in academic 
areas are provided enrichment and advanced 
instruction. 

 
 
  

X 
 

X 
 

X 
 
 

 
Gifted and Talented 
Artistic 

Students with artistic potential to function at a 
high performance level in one or more of the 
fine arts are provided enrichment and 
advanced instruction through after school art 
and music programs. 

 X 
 

X X 

Advanced Placement 
(AP) 

Students in grades 11 and 12 may gain 
advanced placement college credit in the 
following courses: English/Language, 
English/Literature, U.S. History, Calculus, 
Art/Painting and Drawing, Art/History, Biology, 
Chemistry, Statistics, Government, and 
Environmental Science. 

   X 

Family Literacy 
 

Parents of children aged birth to six years may 
participate in school and home-based learning. 

X    

Preschool Plus Three-year-old children exhibiting 
developmental delays or disabilities are 
provided an appropriate child development 
program. 

X    

Adult Education Educational experiences are provided for 
adults, which can lead to high school diploma 
or G.E.D. 

X       

Preschool Early childhood classes are offered to three-
year-olds (limited enrollment) and four-year-
olds (universal access).  

X    

Special Education 
 

Students with specific learning difficulties are 
given special instruction and support in self-
contained or resource classes. The classes are 
for students who are learning disabled, 
educable-mentally disabled, emotionally 
disabled, hearing disabled, speech/language 
disabled, orthopedically disabled, visually 
disabled, or other health-impaired. 

X 
 
 
 
 
 

X X X 

Academic Assistance 
Activities 
 
 

Assistance and enrichment are provided to 
students to ensure academic achievement. 
Programs include: 
First grade teacher assistance                             
Class size reduction  
Reading interventions 
Academic computer labs 
PSAT/SAT preparation 
Freshman problem solving 
Transition math and language arts 
Saturday school 
Volunteer tutoring 
Extended school year/summer programs 
Edmentum computer curriculum  

 
 
 

X 
X 
X 
X 
 
 
 

 
X 
X 
X 

 
 
 
 

X 
X 
X 
 
 

 
 

X 
X 
X 

 
 
 
 
 
 

X 
X 

 
 
 

 
X 
X 

 
 
 
 
 
 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
 

X 
X 

After school programs X X X X 
Career and 
Technology 
Education (CATE) 

Students may study in a variety of occupational 
completer programs at WHS and R.D. 
Anderson Applied Technology Center. 

   X 

Career Development 
Activities 
 
 
 
 

 

Students are provided activities that enable 
exploration of occupational and career options. 
Students in grades 6-12 are provided career 
assessments and develop individual career 
plans. The career specialists facilitate work-
based experiences for interested students as 
they develop Individualized Graduation Plans. 

  X X 

Alternative Education  Spartanburg County Alternative School 
Fresh Start 
H.E.L.P. 
Wolverine Express 

  
 

X 

X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 

English for Speakers 
of Other Languages 
(ESOL) 

Students participate in an instructional support 
program to develop proficiency in English.  

X X X X 

Dual Credit Students may obtain college credit while 
simultaneously completing high school credit. 
Options include: Scholars Academy at USC 
Upstate, Spartanburg Community College 
Early High School, Dual Credit at WHS  

   X 
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